

NEFCU is a great 
place to start! 


Call 866-80-LOANS or apply 
online anytime at nefcu.com 


• Call us before you go house hunting 

■ We ll help organize your "Game Plan" 
to get the best terms for your mortgage 

■ Our experienced mortgage officers will 
get you pre-approved at no cost and 
with no obligation! 


I New England 
' Federal Credit Union 

Local, affordable, and on your side™ 




SPRING 2015 



Think spring! 

Mud season in Vermont 
inspires more than just spring 
cleaning. These three months 
are the busiest of the year for 
home buying and selling — as 
well as prime time for getting 
back to the land (or maybe just 
starting seeds indoors). This 
issue of Nest — Seven Days' 
quarterly supplement about 
home, design and real estate — 
covers all that and more. 



Village Greens 10 

Vermont "agrihoods" offer 
edible landscapes and 
tight-knit neighbors 



Buying three 
shades of teal 
seemed like 
a good idea 
at the time. 




It’s a good thing your leftover 
paint is recyclable. It’s free to drop off 
old paint , stain and varnish 
at any PaintCare site. 


Find a drop-offsite near you: 

www.paintcare.org • (855) 724-6809 
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paintcare 






Visit one of our extensive showrooms! 


Thinking of remodeling? Think about long-term beauty 
and durability. Think about energy efficiency, comfort and 
quality craftsmanship. Don’t settle for anything less than 
Marvin® Windows and Doors for your remodeling project. 

At Windows & Doors By Brownell, we’ll help you think 
and rethink all the possibilities. Explore your options by 
calling or visiting one of our extensive showrooms today! 


MARVIN 


DESIGN GALLERY 

By Windows & Doors By Brownell 


WILLISTON, VT WEST LEBANON, NH PLATTSBURGH, NY 
(800) 773-4803 (866) 928-5558 (877) 500-3393 


MARVIN'LC 


wdbrownell.com 
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C heese trader s 

WINE SELLERS 

The place for 
the perfect 

housewarming 

gift- 


GIFT 
BASKETS 

Our team creates spectacular 
gift baskets with all the cheese, 
wines & bubbly, and Vermont 
aelicacies that you can ask tor. 
A lovely gift for all occasions. 

Prices as low as $25. 


march MAVH 

SAL f 

Mo.nl. On.. or. . 


1186 Williston Road 
South Burlington 
(Next to the Alpine Shop) 

802.863.0143 
Open 7 days 10am-7pm • www.cheesetraders.com 


March 20th-29tl 
My goodbye towi 
nv re-stocking vt 
collection with bar 
Cheeses and wine 
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'Hood 


A guide to Burlington home 
buying by neighborhood 

BY CAROLYN SHAPIRO 



Thinking of buying a home in Burlington? 
Join the club. The housing market in 
Vermont’s largest city is competitive. 
Demand is high; supply is low. Buyers 
pay more than they would for the same 
house outside the city, and will find slim 
pickings in the most 
highly desired areas. 


Between March 
2014 and March 2015, 
just 191 homes were sold 
i Burlington, tallies Nancy 
Jenkins, managing broker of 
Nancy Jenkins Real Estate. The 
average selling price is $326,878. 

For first-time buyers, the numbers 
alone can be overwhelming. The key 
to finding the right digs in the right 
location? Get to know the ins and outs 
of Burlington’s distinct neighborhoods. 
When you know which ’hood fits your 
price range and living style, your search 
is instantly narrowed. 

“It won’t be dozens to choose from,” 
says Mike Conroy, broker and founder 
of Conroy & Co. Real Estate Collective. 
“More like singles.” 

To help potential buyers navigate 
the market, Nest has divided Burlington 
into five neighborhoods: the New North 
End, the Old North End, downtown, the 
Hill and the South End. Read on to see 
what each has to offer. 




REAL ESTATE 



parks: Ethan Allen Park, Leddy Park, 
North Beach Park, Winooski Valley 
Park District 

closest schools: Burlington High 
School, Lyman C. Hunt Middle School, 
J.J. Flynn Elementary School, C.P. 
Smith Elementary School 
points of interest: Easy access to 
bike path; proximity to grocery stores, 
pharmacies and dry cleaners; Ethan 
Allen Homestead Museum; Starr Farm 
Dog Park and soccer field; Gordon H. 
Paquette Ice Arena; Route 127 connec- 
tor to Old North End or points north 

Old North End 

Many of the properties date back to 
the 1800s in what was Burlington's 
first residential area. But they're 
showing their age and can be a bit 
run-down. Student apartments 
dominate a large portion of the 
housing stock, which makes the 
buying selection scarce. Only 19 Old 
North End homes sold in the past 12 
months, according to Jenkins' data. 


New North End 


Mostly built in the 1940s and '50s, 
properties in the New North End 
offer suburban perks. Here, city 
dwellers have the chance to own 
a garage and a bigger yard — and 
they'll gain access to more parks and 
green space than in any other part 
of Burlington. 


Of all the city neighborhoods, the 
most homes are sold in the New North 
End. According to Jenkins’ figures, it 
accounted for 73 of the 191 sales in the 
past 12 months. Buyers will generally 
find more reasonable prices for proper- 
ties in better condition. 

But folks at the northern end of the 
neighborhood face a pretty long com- 
mute to downtown shows and restau- 
rants and Interstate 89. North Avenue 
carries heavy traffic as the “one-way-in, 
one-way-out” access road, making 
it “the biggest drawback of the New 
North End,” says Suzanne Johnson, a 
real estate agent with RE/MAX. “That 
keeps the prices a little lower.” 
boundaries: North Avenue near 
Lakeview Cemetery and up to the 
northern city line, with the Intervale 
and Winooski River f 


Appletree Point, 
very exclusive with 
homes overlooking 
Lake Champlain 
and costing as 
much as $1 million, 
some with private 
beach access; the 
northeast area, 
where some homes 

the lower part of 
North Avenue, 
below Killarney 
Drive, with more 
modestly priced 
homes still close to 
beaches 



GROUP 

TOURS 

Every Thursday 
Starling Feb. 1 2th 
l Oam & 2 pm 


landscape & construction 
a design and build company 
new haven, Vermont 


'stonework 

planting 

design 


creating Vermont landscapes since 1995 
802-291-1095 morrisonlcd.com 


DECKED OUT 
FOR SUMMER! 

With a new deck built by DC 
Construction, you can enjoy 
the easy living of summer! We’ll 
even provide design assistance to 
ensure you get the perfect deck. 
Call us for a FREE estimate on a 
deck, porch or small addition! 


343-2102 

www.builtbydc.com 


BRAND 


NEW 




Independent 55+ Senior 
Living Units 

• 1 & 2 Bedroom Units 

• Underground Parking 

• Hair Salon/Laundry on site 


802.872.9197 

Rae Rappold, Leasing Agent 
rrappold®coburnfeeley.com 
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SflH.MflZZA* 


Farm Market • Bakery • Greenhouses 


802 - 655-3440 

277 Lavigne Rd., Colchester • M-Sat, 7 am-6:30 pm; Sun 7 am-6 p.m 
sammazzafarms.com • See our monthly sale coupon! • MC/Visa/Disc 


FIRST SIGNS OF 

SPRING! 


Home Sweet Own 

Have you considered homeownershlp? Perhaps we can help. We’re 
VHFA, a locally based non-profit offering Vermonters low-interest loans, 
closing cost assistance and the ability to choose a local lender. 

To learn more call 800-339-5866 
or visit us at www.vhfa.org. 


t£r ; 


vfeifa 


• Place your Easter Bakery Orders today 


• 25% off All Seed packets from 
Burpee’s & Renee’s Garden 


• Our Greenhouses are Growing 
for All your Spring Plant Needs 

• Beautiful Flowering Plants and 
Baskets, Potted Herbs and Perennials 


• Stop By and Walk through our 
Greenhouses for a Spring Preview! 


The Old North End offers the most 
ethnic, racial and socioeconomic diver- 
sity in Burlington. It also has a cool vibe 
that makes it appeal to hipsters, Conroy 
says. Home buyers can expect more 
noise and traffic and little privacy from 
their neighbors. But they’ll have easy 
access to downtown. 

“Walkability 
is huge when it 
comes to living 
in Burlington,” 
says Alison 
Barges, Jenkins’ 
daughter and a 
listing/selling 
partner at her 
firm. “That’s 
what made the 
Old North End. That’s what brought it 
back into popularity.” 
boundaries: Pearl Street to Manhattan 
Drive, and North Avenue to North 
Prospect Street 

AVERAGE SELLING PRICE*: $266,684 
hot spots: Lakeview Terrace, over- 
looking the lake and the old Moran 
power plant, now poised for redevelop- 
ment; streets between Intervale Avenue 
and Manhattan Drive, with small lots 
but fewer students 


Downtown 

Downtown Burlington doesn't have 
much in the way of single-family 
housing, but there are plenty of 
condos. Some are In new buildings 

— such as Stratos on St. Paul Street 

— with beautiful lake views and high 
price tags. 

Living in the heart of Burlington 
allows easy, walkable access to the 
Church Street Marketplace; dozens of 
restaurants, nightclubs and arts venues; 
and loads of events. But you trade 
convenience and culture for noise and 
city bustle. 

boundaries: Between Pearl and Maple 
streets, from South Union to Lake 
Street 

average selling price*: $300,187 
(includes condos) 
hot spots: The south side, around 
Maple and King streets, with old 
tenement housing; lower Church and 
St. Paul streets, with heavy traffic but 
more single-family options; Lake Street 
condos 

parks: Battery Park, Waterfront Park, 
City Hall Park 


WALKABILITY IS 
HUGE WHEN IT 
COB TO LUG 
IN BURLINGTON. 



parks: Battery Park, Roosevelt Park, 
Pomeroy Park, small pocket parks and 
playgrounds tucked between neighbor- 
hood streets 

closest schools: Sustainability 
Academy at Lawrence Barnes, 
Integrated Arts Academy at H.O. 
Wheeler 

points of interest: Numerous neigh- 
borhood cafes and coffee shops; ethnic 
grocers on North Street; the Off Center 
for the Dramatic Arts and North End 


closest schools: Edmunds 
Elementary and Middle schools 
points of interest The Flynn Center 
for the Performing Arts, Merrill's Roxy 
Cinema, ECHO Leahy Center for Lake 
Champlain museum, the waterfront, 
City Market, the farmers market. Walk 
or hop on the shuttle to the University 
of Vermont and Medical Center. 






The Hill 

Home buyers who want and can 
afford, four bedrooms or more 
should look on the Hi II. The grand 
dames of Burlington housing tend 
to be surrounded by big yards and 
tall old trees. 

High above the rest of the city, the 
Hill offers lake views. A trip to and from 
downtown requires a heart-pumping, 
rear-tightening walk on steep streets. 

Prices are just as steep. “If you 
want to spend $350,000 or less, there’s 
certain parts of the Hill section where 
you won't find anything,” Conroy says. 
However, it's quiet and safe, with little 
through traffic. 

“And you’ll hold your value,” 
Johnson notes. 

boundaries: South Union Street to 
South Prospect Street; Pearl Street to 
Prospect Parkway 
AVERAGE SELLING PRICE*: $460,205 
hot spots: Ledge Road, where houses 
can run $600,000 and up; Cliff and 
Summit streets; the cul-de-sac of 
Overlake Park 

parks: University of Vermont greens 
and fields 

closest schools: Edmunds 
Elementary and Middle schools. Mater 
Christi School 

points of interest: Memorial 
Auditorium, Burlington Country Club, 
Royall Tyler Theatre at UVM, Recital 
Hall on UVM Redstone Campus 

South End 

The South End offers an urban 
location with suburban benefits: 
quiet streets, larger yards, community 
cohesion and easy access to 1-89. Ift 
"the most popular for young, urban 
professionals," Barges says, deeming 
it “a hot neighborhood. You'd probably 
have to buy fast and buy high." 


Houses date back to the turn of the 
20th century. “People like the style of 
home there,” Barges says, referring to 
the American Craftsman and Sears 
& Roebuck construction and Capes. 
“There are a lot of older and vintage" 
options. 

The southern end of the neighbor- 
hood, though farther from downtown, 
is close to the bustling Pine Street arts 
corridor, making it “very desirable,” 
Johnson says. “You throw a place on 
the market, it flips pretty' fast.” 
boundaries: Real estate agents 
disagree on exactly where the South 
End begins in Burlington. To Conroy, it 
starts just south of Main Street; others 
consider King and Maple streets part 
of the downtown area. Barges defines 
the northern boundary as Marble 
Avenue, with the ’hood stretching all 
the way to the southern city line. 
AVERAGE SELLING PRICE*: $347,704 
hot spots: The Five Sisters area, 
named for its enclosure of Catherine, 
Charlotte, Caroline, Margaret and 
Marion streets, is closer to downtown 
and very popular, though lots are 
smaller and homes closer together; 
the blocks between Flynn and Home 
avenues, such as Ferguson and Lyman 
avenues, have bigger yards and proxim- 
ity to Shelburne Road/1-89; South 
Cove, a more exclusive and expensive 
area with a private beach, is tucked 
southwest of Oakledge Park. 
parks: Smalley Park, Callahan Park, 
Oakledge Park 

closest schools: Champlain 
Elementary School 
points of interest: South End 
Arts District, including ArtsRiot 
restaurant and performance venue, 
galleries, eclectic shops, Citizen Cider 
tasting room, and Speeder & Earl’s 
Coffee; South End Kitchen and Lake 
Champlain Chocolates 90 




299 Mountain Road Stowe 253-6945 


Call or email for a 
free market analysis 
or buyer consultation 


Robbi Handy Holmes • 802-951-2128 • robbihandYhoImes@c21jack.com '’1 

VYlakinq U happen tfo/i ipou! 


^ . , www.lnsideOuK3alleryVT.com 

Inside 
Qut Gallery 


Creativity and Design come from the Inside Out 


Inside 

Vermont Art 
Pillows 
Rugs 


9 RE^IBK 


Outside 

Planters 

Sculptures 

Seating 


Furnishings 

Accessories 
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Village 

Greens 

Vermont “agrihoods” offer 
edible landscapes and tight- 
knit neighbors 



| Not so very long ago, a farm, 
jjj dairy, vegetable garden or 
“ orchard surrounded nearly 
every Vermont home. 
People lived and worked 
° close to the land because 
I that’s where the bulk of 
their food came from. 


s 


Then came the postwar housing 
boom, industrial agriculture and the rise 
of the American suburb. Subdivisions 
sprouted, and manicured lawns re- 
placed the average homeowner’s fields. 

But as the saying goes, everything 
old is new again. The latest trend in 
American subdivisions is "agrihoods,” or 
residential neighborhoods that offer res- 
idents working farms on the premises. 
Whereas builders previously attracted 
prospective buyers with swimming 
pools, golf courses and tennis courts, a 
new generation of home buyers is being 
lured back to the land — without having 
to give up their day jobs. 

Admittedly, the agrihood concept 
isn’t exactly new to the Green Mountain 
State, where ag-centric communi- 
ties have gone by various names and 
incarnations. 

“I’ve heard of cohousing, intentional 
neighborhoods and eco-villages. But 


'agrihoods?’ That’s a new one," says 
Ted Montgomery, owner and principal 
architect of Groundswell Architects. 
Montgomery designed, and still lives at, 
Ten Stones, an intentional community 
in Charlotte. Built in 1990 on 85 acres, 
it has 17 privately owned homes, each 
on one-half to three-quarters of an acre, 
plus a common house, where residents 
prepare and share meals weekly. 

About 40 acres of communally 
owned land were set aside for perma- 
nent conservation, including five to 
10 that are used for raising crops and 
other ag activities. Ten Stones has a CSA 
(community-supported agriculture) 
farm as well as chicken coops for eggs, 
beehives for honey and a commercial 
composting operation, CV Compost Co. 

Ten Stones, which Montgomery first 
envisioned for his 1972 senior thesis 
in architecture at the University of 
Cincinnati, is now home to about 50 


people. Montgomery calls it a “suburb 
with a soul,” where most of the resi- 
dents have met each other’s extended 
families and formed the strong social 
cohesion that comes from working 
the land and regularly breaking bread 
together. 

“It's like taking the teepees or 
covered wagons and huddling around 
the fire,” he says. “A lot of this stuff 
is embedded in our DNA as a social 
species.” 

Similar communities have sprouted 
across Vermont in recent years, includ- 
ing some with a heavier emphasis on 
commercial agriculture. Cobb Hill 
Cohousing in Hartland, completed in 
2003, combined two former dairy farms 
on 270 acres into an agrihood of 23 eco- 
friendly houses that mix single-family 
homes, duplexes and apartments. 

With more than 60 residents, Cobb 
Hill remains committed to its social 


azgszsa 



mission of promoting sustainable 
living through small-scale food 
production. Cobb has at least 10 
commercial food operations on- 
site, producing milk, cheese, frozen 
yogurt, mushrooms, eggs, honey, 
lamb, beef and maple syrup. 

But while Cobb Hill residents 
are expected to pitch in on various 
chores and duties for the commu- 
nity — stacking firewood, main- 
taining paths, cooking and cleaning 
in the common house — residents 
are not required to be farmers to 
live there. As Cobb Hill’s statement 
of principles makes clear, “We will 
not equate people’s worth with the 
dollar amount they can command 
in the market. We will assume that 
each person’s time, independence, 
obligations and pleasures are 
neither more nor less important 
than each other person's.” 


One of Vermont’s newest 
agrihoods is South Burlington’s 
South Village. Designed and built 
as a “traditional neighborhood 
development” — an alternative to 
suburban sprawl — South Village 
sits on 220 acres, more than 70 
percent of which are permanently 
protected from future develop- 
ment. Residents share access to 
common land that includes woods, 
meadows and wetlands, as well 
as a five-acre organic farm and a 
one-acre photovoltaic solar array. 

Kelly Fiske, of Coldwell Banker 
Hickok & Boardman Realty, is vari- 
ously described as South Village's 
broker, marketing director and 
media spokesperson. “Some people 
joke that I’m the South Village 
mayor," she notes. 
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Goodbye Junk. Hello Relief! 



i*25«50 


We recycle and donate up to 100 percent of every load and 
run our fleet on bio-diesel. 

I A 

Call 1-800-468-5865 or book online at 1800gotjunk.com. 



The Archive Center 


We store it. We file it. We deliver it! 


EASY 


Self Storage & 

I The Archive Center 


Call for a free consultation: 802-863-8300 

46 Swift Street, South Burlington, Vermont www.easyselfstoragellc.com 
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 
REPAIRS. MEASURING, AND 
INSTALLATION OF ALL WINDOW 
TREATMENT TYPES. 

460 Shunpikc Road | WiUiscon 
802.862.6159 | 800.262.6081 1 limbcorp.com 


Willow House 
180 FLYNN AV E • BURLINGTON 


BURLINGTON 
WINDOW BLINDS 


GO VINTAGE 


#SEANTIQUES 

Vintage Inspired 

Lifestyle 

Marketplace 


BARGE 

CANAL 

I1ARKET 


SHOP 

LOCAL 
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SEVEN DAYS 
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Nearly completed, South Village’s 
phase one includes about 120 units, 
she says. Phase two, which is already 
permitted, will add another 99 units of 
townhouses and single-family homes. 
The community also has a CSA run by 
a professional farmer, pick-your-own 
gardens, edible landscapes and raised- 
bed gardens for those who want to do 
more of their own growing. There’s also 
an area designated for raising chickens. 

Though Fiske admits it’s more 
costly for builders to set aside so much 
land for farming and conservation, 
ultimately those expenses add value for 
homeowners, financially and socially. 

“This makes sense to me, especially 
in Vermont, where we have so much 
land that can be producing so much 
more food on a local level," she says. “It 
seems to be something people really 
want. Everyone who’s here definitely 
chose this community because of its 
nature and the farm." ^0 
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Thinking of a r 
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HICK0K& BOARDMAN 
REALTY 


Selling More Properties in 
Northwest Vermont than any 
other Real Estate Office issssi 


HickokandBoardman.com 


•fc. 1 

Thinking of a move? 

Call us to hit the ground running. 
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Close To Home is a locally owned 
and operated showroom dedicated to 
unique bath fittings, hardware, lighting, 
and exceptional customer service. 

10 FARRELL STREET | SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT 
802.861.3200 | CLOSETOHOMEVT.COM 









Seat 

Filler 


The Vermont Cedar Chair 
Company is sitting pretty 


Upbeat music fills the Vermont Cedar Chair Company ware- 
house in Hardwick, where energetic young staffers are cut- 
ting, sanding, assembling and packaging its wooden outdoor 
chairs. Owner Jason Lutz, 30, is on the phone, making sure 
everything is on track for the three regional trade shows his 
company reps will attend the following weekend. 


"Have a seat,” Lutz tells me with a 
confident grin, gesturing toward one of 
his chairs. “It’s really comfortable.” 

He’s not exaggerating. Lutz’s chairs 
combine an Adirondack-style frame 
with a woven, hammock-style back and 
seat. Unlike the stiff wooden boards 
customary of outdoor furniture, these 
innovative “hammocks” are flexible 
and hug your body. 

It’s no wonder the company has 
grown exponentially since its launch 
five years ago. VCCC’s products are 
sold at local, national and interna- 
tional trade shows and in brick- 
and-mortar retailers. For the 
second year in a row, sales are 
up more than 100 percent. 
While Lutz and his 
six-person team chum 
out 16 to 20 handmade 
chairs per day, they can't 
always stay apace of 
demand. They've had 
to turn away large 
orders, but Lutz is 
honing the manu- 
facturing process 
to keep up. 

His secret to 
success? It's 


twofold: He spent years perfecting the 
standout design of his product, and he’s 
committed to sourcing its materials in 
an ecologically responsible way. 

“Outdoor fiirniture is notoriously 
uncomfortable,” Lutz points out. “We 
offer a comfortable alternative — and 
you don't have to worry about pillows.” 

Lutz developed his original chair 
concept during a summer spent work- 
ing in Jamaica between his junior and 
senior years at Ohio State University. 
He became fascinated with the natural 
bamboo that grew there, he says. The 
distinctive-looking plants are strong 
but lightweight and, when harvested, 
don’t rot easily. 

“[I] was very intrigued by it as a 
material,” Lutz remembers. “People 
don’t want to work to maintain their 
chairs. They want to put it outside and 
forget about it.” 

Lutz initially aspired to start a fair- 
trade furniture company that would 
employ Jamaicans, though those plans 
didn’t pan out when he returned to 
school. However, something impor- 
tant did come out of that summer: a 
prototype of the chair he now manu- 
factures and sells. "As soon as we had a 
prototype, I knew we had something,” 
he says. “Everybody loved it.” 

Lutz completed college and 
moved to Vermont, where he worked 



as a landscaper and considered his 
next steps. As fate would have it, his 
mother had purchased property in 
Danville and hired a logger to thin out 
a cedar stand in her yard. Instead, the 
logger cleared it entirely, leaving piles 
of scraps behind. When Lutz arrived to 
survey the damage, he had a light-bulb 
moment 

“It was like, Wow, they 
left everything I need to 
make fiimiture,” he recalls. 

“They took everything 
that they could use and 
left anything that was 
under four inches in 
diameter. And that’s what 

And so he began the 
Vermont Cedar Chair 
Company, using cedar scraps from the 
Vermont logging industry, as well as 
cedar wood from a local "mom-and- 
pop” logging mill two miles upriver 
from his warehouse. The latter, used in 
VCCC’s Acadia line, sells at a slightly 
lower price point and has a more 
polished look than the rough-hewn 
industry leftovers. 

The company has also expanded its 
offerings, producing rockers, ottomans 
and lamps. And Lutz is launching a new 
business endeavor: the Bamboo Chair 
Company, inspired by that summer in 


Jamaica. It produces the same chair 
from bamboo that's sustainably sourced 
and manufactured in Vietnam. 

Lutz strives to leave no waste 
with his wood, and his chair seats are 
woven with natural manila fiber. Their 
elegantly rustic aesthetic has been a 
hit with customers. Plus, those hardy 
natural materials stand 
up to time and weather 
— even to years of expo- 
sure in harsh New England 
winters. 

It’s clear these well- 
designed chairs are a labor 
of love for Lutz. And, as he 
discovered when he was 
laying the groundwork 
for his biz, that passion is 
partly genetic. “My mom 
said to me, ‘Do you want to know why 
you like to make furniture?' and she 
pulled out the family album,” Lutz says. 
Turns out, three generations back, 
Lutz’s family in Michigan owned what 
he says was one of the largest furniture 
companies in the world at the time: the 
Grand Rapids Chair Company. 

“I had no idea,” Lutz says. “It's 
amazing." 

Soon after, he took six chairs to 
a trade show in Waitsfield and sold 
out in an afternoon. “The rest,” Lutz 
concludes, “is history." ^0 
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village at 

autumn pond 


Essex Junction 


CHITTENDEN COUNTY’S 
NEWEST RENTAL 
COMMUNITY 

Available July I • I & 2 bedrooms 
Dogs welcome • Heat included 
Community center, 
swimming pool and fitness room 


BOOK EARLY FOR SPRING 

PRUNING • REMOVALS • FERTILIZING 
SOIL AMENDMENTS • BIO STIMULANTS 
BRACING/CABLING FOR STRUCTURAL SUPPORT 
TREE INSTALLATIONS AND PLANTINGS • FULLY INSURED 

Mention this ad and receive 15% off any service. 

Cannot be combined with any other offers. Expires 6/1/15. 

ASUNSET SSTREEVT.COM Sj| 

*TREE CARE 802 . 578.6295 





Tour an artful 
Rochester home 


Unique, unorthodox, surpris- 
ing: Those are just some of 
the adjectives that come to 
mind when one describes the 


residence of Anni Mackay and 
Doon Hinderyckx. 


For starters, the two live above an art 
gallery. Sitting alongside Route 100 in 
tiny Rochester, Vt., BigTown Gallery is 
impossible to miss. Its circular motif in 
the front — like a giant Buddhist enso — 
"really invites the public," gallery owner 
Mackay says. That shape is echoed 
vertically in a cylindrical, 34-foot-high 
tower at the back of the building. The 
fairy-tale tower encloses a book-lined 
spiral staircase leading to Mackay 
and Hinderyckx’s home. Climb a little 
higher, and you find not Rapunzel but 
an inviting hammock with a 360-degree 
view of the expansive backyard, the 
forest and the town’s 19th-century 
cemetery beyond. 

Formerly a nondescript 
private home, constructed in 
1912, the building had just two 
occupants prior to Mackay and 
Hinderyckx. Only a driveway 
separates it from the latter’s 
business, Green Mountain 
Bikes — from which, for 25 
years, Hinderyckx had a view of 
the house. In 2004, the couple 
decided to buy it “on a whim.’’ 
The following year, they got 
married. 

“Often relationships don't 
survive renovations,” notes 
Mackay. “But this was fun." A skilled 
builder, Hinderyckx adds, “It helped 
that I could do a lot of the work myself.” 
He also called on his stepfather from 
California to lend a hand. 




But first, Mackay and Hinderyckx 
tapped nearby architect Robert Melik 
Finkle to reenvision the place and 
draw up plans. And did he ever. The 
entire house oozes character and is 
full of inventive spaces and thoughtful 
details. Take a look. 


From the rearwall of the old 
house. Mackay and Hinderyckx 
built a 400-square-foot addition. 
The new walls are subtly tilted, 
at 11 degrees, toward the high, 

'Most of th is was unheated 
attic space," says Mackay. In 
one corner of the pleasant, 
airy living room, an antique 
desk demarcates a de facto 
workspace, while an informal 
dining area with a dark wood 
table runs alongside tall windows 
at the back. In another corner, 
beside the tower door, a partial 
wal I defi nes an open closet area 
where Jackets hang on pegs 
and boots cluster on the floor. A 
small woodstove is the only heat 
source, bolstered. Hinderyckx 
says, by triple-pane windows and 
three-and-a-half inches of spray 
insulation in the walls. 



ARTISTIC TOUCHES 

Works of art are everywhere — on the white walls and arranged on low shelving. 
Not surprisingly for a gallerist, Mackay has a discerning eye, and it shows in the 
objects she chooses to live with. Antiques and contemporary pieces mingle 
companionably; a smattering of imported furnishings — such as an enormous 
mirror frame from Pakistan — give a nod to worldly influences. Picking up one of a 
pair of ceramic curiosities, the British-born Mackay admits that the "English in me" 
is prone to a little eclectic collecting. 






Lofty Ambitions «p.n 


SUCH GREAT HEIGHTS 

The objets d'art provide a lot to look at but its hard not 
just to look up. Thats because two somewhat alarming 
architectural features provide access to the building's 
upper living spaces. 

The first is a salvaged spiral staircase, sans handrail, 
that climbs to a little overhead landing. The second Is 
a catwalk — a thick plank some 18 inches wide — that 
bisects the room at the height of a conventional 
ceiling and leads to a small loft. It's a vertigo-inducing 
wal k, but the spot is in viting, flooded with light from 
cathedral-like windows and scattered with pillows. 
Children love it, says Mackay, and so does the family 
cat. She swears that no one has ever fal len from the 
plank, but admits that the multilevel home might be 
challenging for the elderly or infirm. 


On the other side of that spiral 
staircase, toward the Route 
100 side of the building, are a 
drawer-lined hallway and a small, 
efficient kitchen whose angled 
windows look out on downtown 
Rochester. "We call it town TV,' 
Mackay quips. At the very front 
nestled under the sloping roof 
the couple installed a low, Asian- 
style eating area with cushions 
on the floor. The space supplies 
an elegant symmetry with the 
loft at the back and typifies the 
smart use of nooks and crannies 

'Since it's not a very big place, 
we've created all these cozy little 
spaces," Mackay says. 
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Wave Coffee Table, Quartzite Boulder, Chris Curtis 


Art for the Eye and the Intellect 


RT 7 Shelburne Road • Shelburne, VT • 985-2204 
www.TheLightingHouse.net • Open 7 Days A Week 


Lighting or Porch and Patio Furniture, Doesn't Matter. 

WE BEAT INTERNET PRICING. PERIOD. 


Walker's Farm, Home & Tack • 555 Fairfax Road • St. Albans, Vt. 
802-524-9255 • walkersfarmhomeandtackcom 


Jolly Gardner soils 
and mulches and 
Jolly Gardner Just 
Natural Organic soils. 


Think Spring! Get your locally grown hanging baskets, vegetable plants & annuals 


west branch gallery sculpture park 


THE LIGHTING 
HOUSE 


digital previews . in-home trials 8i consultation . delivery . Installation 
stowe 802 253 8943 westbranchgallery.com 


New styles. Popular colors. Distinct finishes. 

Our inspirational outdoor and landscape lighting collection 
offers a beautifully diverse selection of innovative lighting 
solutions, ranging from practical to the extraordinary. 
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How to make a vertical garden 

BY CAROLYN FOX 


It’s been a long, cold winter, and Vermonters are ready 
for spring. That much was clear on February 27, the open- 
ing day of the Vermont Flower Show. Forming the kind 
of slow-moving lines more often seen at Disney World, 
hundreds of people shuffled through an elaborate indoor 
garden display. They stopped to smell the tulips and to pet 
the lush green grass like it was something they’d never 
seen before — or, perhaps, thought they’d never see again. 


Thankfully, warmer days are right 
around the corner, and many of us are 
starting to plan our own gardens. For 
renters and city dwellers, however, 
space constraints make gardening 
a challenge. What do 
you do when your 
landlord won’t let 
you dig up the back 
yard, or when you’re 
limited to a 3-by-6- 
foot balcony? 

Easy: Plant a 
vertical garden 
instead. 

Vertical 

gardens are a ' 

alterna- 
tive for folks 
who don’t have a | 

lot of horizontal 

with. And they're 
a major trend in 
gardening right now, 
because these “living 
walls," as they’re often 
called, look like a green 
work of art. If you’ve 
got a wall or a fence, 


home for edibles, annuals and even 
perennials. 

These upright gardens take many 
shapes. Savvy folks make them out of 
wooden shipping pallets, old bookcases 
or even hanging shoe racks. Once 
constructed, the “gardens” require little 
maintenance beyond basic fertilizing 
and watering — there’s no weeding or 
kneeling. Plus, they instantly beautify 

Nest spotted a simple but eye- 
catching vertical display by Gardener's 
Supply at the Flower Show: The garden- 

SE “LIVING WALLS. 1 ' —f 

to a hanging 
wooden crate 

Inspired, we 
went home and 
built a larger 
vertical garden 
using a trellis. Indoors, this setup would 
be great for seed starting or growing 
fresh herbs for the kitchen. Outdoors, 
the sky’s the limit. And it’s mobile. Pick 
it up to move it outdoors or in, and even 
from room to room around your house 
for the best light. 
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North 
Country 

Your community credit union 

www.northcountry.org ( 800 ) 660-3258 


Your dream, 
made easy. 

“You answered every question we had 
in the journey to home ownership. 
Thank you for helping us with this 
process, and for making us feel 
like part of the family." 

—Tonja & Shaun 


Thousands of Vermonters have trusted NorthCountry with their home 
loans, and we'll take care of you, too! 


We’re by your side every step of the way. 

Buying a home is enough of a big deal. The process doesn't need to be 
a mystery, too. At NorthCountry, our priority is keeping you in the loop so 
you're never left wondering what the next step is. We build relationships, 
not just loans. You'll also find: 

■ Free pre-qualifications ■ Local service 

■ Competitive rates ■ As little as 3% down 

(fixed and adjustable) 


"You took a personal 
interest in getting my 
loan put together in a 
short time span. For 
that, I am very grateful. 
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Considering a lORTGAGE 
with Vermont Federal Credit Union? 


SMART MOVE. 



We make it easy to move into 
a great mortgage. 

When you choose Vermont Federal Credit Union for 
your mortgage, you get more than just a great rate. 
You get a Mortgage Officer who takes the time to 
help you through every step of the process. You get 
assurance that your loan is serviced locally. And 
you get options. You may choose lower payments 
with an Adjustable Rate Mortgage, or qualify 
for our VHFA First Time HomeBuyer Program. 

Make the first move and contact us today! 
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